fh dd fee An OF 


SS 12 LARA 
ae, 


Ei 


A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research. 


“Liane! Mork Liaut!"—Goethe. 


No. 6¢1.—VoL. XIL 


Nowspapor 


CONTENTS. 
Nolen by the Way aa 421 Tho Dangors Ahead .........0+6+5 420 
The Theology of Spiritualism RERET Mr. R. L, Stevenson's j Dream GHA 
The Maories 42 Klomentals ..... 2N 
Records of Privato Seances Foreign Papers ........ 2 
por ationste Writing . Letter to the Fkditor 
ATE TT Novioty Work 2.0... ..0.ccceee eens 


NOTES BY THE WAY. 


There are anniversaries and anniversaries, Some are 
gneral and some particular, The general last, the pav- 
dalar fade away, and it is, perhaps, well that they 
stould do so, Yet some of these: latter are too important 
w be allowed to so fade away, and such is the 5th of 
September, A year ago, on that day, Stainton Moses 
medon. That anything of the semi-worship which in 
France hangs about the memory of Allan Kardec should bo 
attributed to our remembrance of Stainton Moses would 
bie been utterly repugnant to his wishes; his work 
èmands no such doubtful honour. So wo simply recall 
the day, for with a meaning such as the well-worn words 
ramly bear, “ He being dead, yet speaketh.” 


Mr. St. George Mivart is reported to have made full 
nbmission to the authorities of the Romish Church in 
rspect of his article on “ Happiness in Hell.” As we have 
aly newspaper reports of the submission, it is not quite 
eriain how far it extends. Yet that it has been made at 
d isa sign of the jealousy with which that Church 
vatehes any attempt made to enter what ıt considers its 
airtual domain. It is, moreover, a sign, and a very 
tgificant one, of the thraldom in which the Church of 
Rome holds its votaries. Surely no bondage can be equal 
ta that which is able toso bind a man of scientific eminence 
ite Mr. St. George Mivart as to make him tremble 
tfore a tribunal mainly composed of intriguing Italian 
teclesiastics, 


One is here tempted to inquire what this power of the 
Church is, and how it has been acquired. Historians, to 
thon the world’s surface life is the only mundane biology 
worth noticing, are apt to consider the spiritual and the 
temporal as two sides of the same thing, and so to work out 
the stories of the nations on that understanding. Tt does 
not matter whether such an historian is a believer in another 
world or not; if he is, he probably treats all questions from 
the standpoint of an all-wise Providence which directs kings 
ad archbishops in an equal degree ; and if he is not, things 
yiritual and temporal are equally material. Yet the 
twlersprings of the Church’s action are never touched. 


To the ordinary historian a church is a body of people 
mited by a certain creed or belief, which belief is em- 
bodied more or less stringently in so-called articles of faith. 
Bot these are simply men who are incarnate; the com- 
union of “saints” is not recognised ; yet where should 
ve seek for the source of power in any Church with greater 
“pectation of success than in the communion of its 
'%n particular saints? And seeing that millions die every 
Yar, trammelled when they die by the narrow creeds 
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according to which they think they have lived, we have 
at onee in that “communion of saints,” whatever its creed 
may be, a powerful influenco for the continued enslavement 
and domination of those who hold the same creed still being 
incarnate, 


“ As the tree falls, so shall it lie”; and if we believe— 
and we have good evidence for believing—that the disin- 
carnated souls of evildoers try to vicariously carry on 
their earthly practices, it is not easy to get rid of the pre- 
sumption that “ creedists” of al] kinds, take their “ creed- 
ism” with them into the next state, and so influence with 
a potency in direct proportion to their numbers those who 
as yet have not gone over. This way of looking at the 
supremacy of Churches does not apply to them only, but to 
all communities in which there is a binding principle. We 
see it in the material prosperity of the Jewish community, 
just as plainly as we see it in the “spiritual” supremacy 
of the Romish Church. 


IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL WITH THE HEBREWS. 


There is but little, if any, reference to a future state in 
the Old Testament. This might be remarkable if we did not 
remember the peculiar hatred exhibited by the Israelitish 
race to Egypt, and all that Egypt meant. The tribal god, 
Jehovah, was as materialistic a personage as can well be 
imagined, and his idolatrous worship by so-called Christian 
peoples explains very much of the materialism which has 
overcome for the time the purer spirituality often possessed 
by the so-called heathen. That other nations besides the 
Egyptians and Babylonians had knowledge of a future state 
has recently been shown by M. Halevy, who has deciphered 
a Phenician inscription recently discovered in Northern 
Syria. This inscription is of about the ninth century before 
the Christian era. In it, according to D. W. H. Ward, who 
writes in the “Homitletic Review,” of New York, King Pan- 
ammu J. adjures each of his successors to make, at the time 
of their coronation, special libations in his behalf, in addition 
to the usual sacrifices to the god Hadad. The King also says: 
“ When any one shall pronounce my name and recite the 
formula ‘May the soul of Panammu drink with thee,’then 
the soui of Panammu shall drink with thee, but whosoever 
shall neglect this funeral ceremony shall see his sacrifice re- 
jected by Hadad, and the soul of Panammu shall drink with 
Hadad alone.” 

If this translation be correct we have evidence that 
belief in a future state was entertained by another nation 
intimately connected with ancient Israel, demonstrating 
once more the hatred of that people towards all spirituality, 
a hatred which will account for the stringent laws against 
necromaney and witcheraft, a hatred which has been well 
imitated by the Jehovistic worshippers of the Christian era, 


Exrression.—The offort to express the best that is in us 
reacts upon the character itself to purify and exalt it. Every 
noble principle, every noble feeling, every warm emotion is 
intensified by being expressed diicórely and naturally. 
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THE THEOLOGY OF SPIRITUALISM. 


Į have lately seen, in the letters of somo of your 


` e f what L cannot but regard as 
oor respond nis, so muv h of i 


weak Theology, i 
a few thoughts whieh 1 hopo may be useful. 


that I should like to submit for their con- 


sideration . : id M 
The strong probability is that although Spiritualists ave 


cannot be, for lang theologians in the couventional 


mos and . À l i l 
onse, they will be mainly instrumental in solving or lis 
solving MANY af the old world problems in Theology. Their 
tamestal fact, that natural law persists into the spiritual 
work! or flows from the spiritual world, will ultimately turn 
at, ortholox particulars into human universals ; and then 


the mediwval house of vards will tumble—or somehow 
U 


fune 


vanish Away: : 

This will be notably trus as to that sublime spiritual 
being whom we love or adore as Jesus Christ. Tt is the 
Spiritualist who will be able to teach the world what “com- 
ing forth from the Pather " means, and what it is te bea 
exon ar God.” Itis the Spiritualist whe has in his keep- 
ing the key to the whole Bible, from Genesis to The 
Revelation, Tt is the Spiritualist who is prepared with an 
explanation of the Gospels, from the birth at Bethlehem 
to the rising from the tomb, ay, to the ascension, when that 
écloud ceceived him out of their sight.” 

Tho word “ Incarnation” has become, in Christendom, a 
grossly dogmatic one, and as unspiritual as anything could 
be, In some respects, indeed, the modern doctrine of 
“The Incarnation” is purely pagan, and not much more, if 
any wor, respectable than any one of the thousand myths 
of ancient Egypt. India, or Greece, The person of Jesus 
Christ is singled out, and separated from all other eveated 
beings of things, and of him alone it is asserted that God 
was manifested in him, in the sense that “the word became 
desh 7: and any one who takes this pagan particular, and 
turns it into the truly Christian universal, that God mani- 
fests Himself in all things (creation being, indeed, mani- 
festation), isaccused of denying the Incarnation, whereas 
he may be the only true believer in it. 

Judging from the writings of Paul, discursive and 
fragmentary as they are, we are disposed to believe that 
he was a Universalist, and that his great saying, “God was 
in Christ” must be read in vital relation with what follows, 
“reconciling the world unto Himself,” and, indeed, with 
clase regani to many sayings which reveal Paul as the demo- 
erat of Christendom at its very start, restive in every way 
in relation to the “pillars” at Jerusalem. If Paul were 
here, he would be the very man to say with one of our 
modern apostles :— 


Give me, O God, a prophet soul, 
With insight deep and clear, 
That shall its lower mood control 
And see Thee everywhere— 

A will behind all Nature’s laws, 
The moving force in every cause. 


Thy glory shines from midnight star, 
In blossom, blade, and tree ; 
Thou al) in all, or near or far, 
For all things move in Thee ; 
I would, in these, Thyself desery, 
Thou open, hidden mystery * 


In modern as in ancient lands, 
Jehovah dwells with men ; 
And they who heed His great commands 
Shall see His Christ again : 
The sick may touch His garment’s hem, 
In London or Jerusalem.” 


Yes, there are men and women to-day, and many, of 
whom also it might be said, “Jn him is life, and the life is 
the light of men: but the light shineth in darkness, and 
the darkness apprehendeth it not.” 

It can never be too clearly affirmed that we know God 
only through His manifestations. We have neither the 
faculties nor the experience to Know Him in any other way. 
The early parts of the Bible, the creeds of Christendom, 

and the habit of prayer, have accustomed us to the thought , 
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of God as a kind of mighty Man, to whom we have 
ferred all human attributes in an exaggerated degree 
the product will not bear either inspection or reflectir, 
and the Spiritualist of the highest grade was novor te 
needed to bring hack the world from what is, after all 
kind of idolatry of the imagination. i 
All we really know is that everywhere there are Won 
derful forces and vitalities at work, to lift things anj 
persons to their higher place and use. 
world this is true, 


tran, 


Jn the materia 
Modern science has not left us a tras, 
of the gigantie God of interferences. ‘The true creation 
the world has been a steadfast process of development, « 
unfolding, not a sudden piece of mechanical conjuring 
The habitable globe we call the Earth was formed, pr, 
jected, and lifted into its place and use by unseen subti, 
forces and vitalities, and by as orderly a process as thy 
whose result is a blade of grass, or the morning dew whic 
revives it: and the same is true of everything that live, 
upon it, from the butterfly to the man. 
the result of processes of evolution, and cach one is a mani 
festation of the Evolver. 


————— 


Each existence j 


Then we come to the high, 
reaches of mind—to will, memory, prevision, aspiration, kn 
—all, again, the slow results of fine processes, and aj 
manifestations of the Power which has evolved them. 5, 
then, in myriads of ways, God is manifested ; in our ol 
fields in one way, in a Christ in another. 

Let it be cheerfully admitted, and even insisted upm, 
that in Jesus Christ there did appear upon the earth, 
higher, deeper, tiner force than mankind had ever known— 
that in him there were concentrated more vital and mor 
vitalising powers than had ever before met in one single sl 
What then? Are we going to exclude God from tk 
earlier processes, from the inferior stages? Are we goin: 
to say that he was in the climax and not in the process 
in the victory and not in the struggle, in the divix 
man and not in the groaning brute? It wants considering, 
and it may yet be seen that the truest believer in th 


Incarnation is the rational Spiritualist or spiritual Rational- 


ist, who is supposed to deny it. 

Let us go back to Paul. He appears to teach that Gul 
in Christ in some way more fully entered into human lite. 
Why not? Throughout the history of the human race it doe 
look as though fresh throbs of force came from the unseen, 
lifting the brute to the man, and the man to the God. I 
is this mighty power which, as Emerson says :— 

In city or in solitude, 

Step by step, lifts bad to good, 

Without halting, without rest, 

Lifting Better up to Best ; 

Planting seeds of knowledge pure, 
Through earth to ripen, through heaven endure.” 

Why not say, then, that the Christ-force was a uew o, 
rather, fuller welling-up of the God-force within human 
consciousness and experience? A devout rationalist of 
our own day thus puts it: “The Christ-power in history is 
the spiritual germ, the moral force of Jesus’ experience o 
God, entering and re-entering into the fabric of society. 
The conception of God and of man which Jesus gave the 
world, his own experience of oneness with the Divine 
Word, his own convictions of a present kingdom of Goi 
on earth, founded in the loving obedience and _self-sacritice 
of any human soul—these constitute the new power which 
has saved and will continue to save our race in his name. 
So conceived of, Christianity becomes indeed a orid 
religion, and its terms can be translated into the mos 

diverse experiences, into every conceivable relation of 
society and human consciousness.” 

That was essentially Paul’s idea. To the Colossians he 
said, “Tt pleased the Father that in him (in Christ) 
should all fulness dwell ;” and to the Ephesians he said: 
“7 pray that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith: 
that ye being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to 
comprehend with all saints,what is the breadth, and length. 
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I| and depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ, 


which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all 
the fulness of God.” 


Surely that is perfect. “God in Christ”? Yes, and in 
Bruno, who followed the crucified as, at all events, one who 
was “faithful unto death,” whom the poor fools burnt, in 
Christ's name, three hundred years ago: God in the martyrs 
ofscience ; God in the poets, in days when poets were only 
the lovers of the lowly, and the sunny-hearted prophets 
of better days: God in the reformers, the rebels, the sturdy 
questioners, the haters of tyranny, the lovers of justice : 
(od in the artists, the musicians, the delighters in gardens 
and fields : God in the schools and workshops of the world : 
Godin the honest preachers ;—it is His message they deliver; 
it is His voice we hear. J. Pace Hopps. 


THE MAORIES. 


“Lucifer” is responsible for the following :— 


The “Journal” of the Polynesian Society contains some in- 
teresting matter about the Maories, and among other things 
wentions their extraordinary indifference to pain and 
rewuperative power. To give but a single instance. A certain 
Mohi in battle had been pursuing his flying enemies, and had 
become so weary that he could no longer lift his hand. One of 
his foes turned on him and with a greenstone adze struck 
Mohi’s head and split the skull completely open. The wound 
healed, but left a considerable depression, so that if the man sat 
inthe rain a puddle of water would form on hishead. He lived 
toextreme old age, but never showed any sign of brain-trouble, 
snd was finally killed by over-leaping himself when mounting a 
horse. An article on the‘‘ Asiatic Origin of the Oceanic Numerals” 
brings another link to the chain connecting Polynesia—the tops 

- ofthe ancient Lemurian mountains—with Asia. 

A strange ceremony of passing through a “‘ fiery furnace ” is 
recounted. A plant called the Ti (Dracena terminalis) has 
leaves supposed to possess magical powers, and is used for 
magical wands. The root is good for food, and is baked for 
three days before eating. The oven is often about thirty feet 
in diameter, and the floor is of stones, which are heated by 
logs of wood, and when thoroughly hot, after about twenty- 
four hours, these stones are flattened down with poles. Only 
two men now living are able to perform the incantation necessary 
for passing safely over the red-hot stones ; one of these walks in 
frontof a procession of people, and extending a wand made of 
tileaves, he says his incantation and leads the procession across, 
“barefooted or shod, and on their emergence not even smelling 
of fire.” “All the white residents of the place, as 
Fellas the French officers, were present to see the ceremony, 
which is rarely performed now-a-days.” Mr. Hastewell saw the 
ceremony on September 25th, 1885, and says that the natives 
walked barefooted over the stones, ‘‘ which were heated toa 
tedand white heat,” ‘‘ without any preparation whatever on 
their feet, and without injury or discomfort from the heated 
stones.” The ‘‘ Journal” remarks :— 


No one has yet been able to solve the mystery of this sur- 
prising feat, but it is to be hoped that scientists will endeavour 
todoso while those men who practise it still live. 


We may echo the wish, for the account, as it stands, is curious. 


A Nose Mannoop.—There are innumerable qualities 
which make the man, and fit him for that work in life which 
he is meant to do. But there is one quality which is essential, 
without which man is not a man, without which no really great 
life was ever lived, without which no really great work was ever 
achieved—that is truth, truth in the inward parts. Look at 
all the really great and good men. Why do we call them great 
and good? Because they dare to be true to themselves, they 
dare to be what they are. But it is not mere daring that will 
keep a man true to himself. That daring must have a root, 
and the root is faith ; faith in that, whatever we may call it, 
in which we live and move and have our being, faith that right 
vill ever be right, faith that even overwhelming majorities can- 
not make it wrong, fuith that the triumph of wrong can never 
last, though it may outlast our life. There is no health, no 
happiness, no loveliness in any who is without that faith, 
Without that courage, without that truthfulness. The true 
erves of history have been, are, and will be, those who have 
ated up to that faith, A man is a man so long as he is true 
lwe to faco with the world, and, what is harder still, so long 
a he is true face tu faco with himself, Max. MÜLLER, 


RECORDS OF PRIVATE SEANCES. 
FROM NOTES TAKEN AT THE TIME OF EACH SITTING. 


No. LIX. 


From tur Recorps or Mrs. S. 


Novembor 17th, 1878.—The usual circle met and the room 
was at once filled with spirits new tothe medium. During the 
previous week he had visited Mr. Hockley, an occultist, and 
these proved to be spirits never incarnated, who had followed 
him from Mr. H.’s house. ‘* Harmony ” appeared amongst 
them, bearing a scroll, as they wished to communicate in their 
usual way by symbols ; but the medium was not, Kabbila told us, 
lucid enough to understand them, owing to the fact that he had 
attended a mecting on the previous evening, and the mixed in- 
fluences had upset him. After a break of ten minutes, the Prophet, 
H., controlled and spoke as follows in a loud deep voice :— 

“ A prophet of the old dispensation, I will now herald the 
new, but the words I shall utter are not my own, for I could 
not speak without the help of those who are with me. In the 
name of the true and living God Most High, I, who spoke of 
old, speak now and declare the truth as I then spoke it, only 
truth renewed and made acceptable to your changed times.” 

The control being difticult, Doctor intervened and said :— 

‘He (the Prophet) is much concerned with the present 
movement and has returned to your earth to help in building 
the spiritual temple which is now in course of erection—he 
who long ago was foremost in restoring a material temple. Now 
we retire, a greater comes.” 

Imperator then controlled, saying :— 


‘*May the blessing of the Supreme be with you. We 
have come unexpectedly, and our friends were not aware of our 
presence. Times of trouble are now at hand after an interval 
of blessed peace, and distress and perplexity may be expected 
alike by us and you. Whenever truth is manifested the adver- 
saries range themselves against it. Those who sigh for peace will 
indeed have reason to sigh, but those who see in the contest 
between the true and the false the method of striking out the 
sparks of divine truth, will not be without good reason for 
rejoicing. We cannot speak with certainty of times and seasons 
in your world, but we think that three years must pass away 
before peace can be restored. Meanwhile, you must look for wars 
and convulsions, for turmoil and distress, and for much that those 
who consider the Second Advent to be Christ’s return to earth 
would have led you to expect.” 

In reference to symbolic teaching Imperator said :— 

“Jesus used the language of symbolism, for the truth of 
God cannot be phrased in human language. Hence the higher 
spirits who have not passed through incarnation, or learned the 
language of your earth naturally, use symbols and symbolic 
teaching, by which their message can be shadowed forth to the 
minds of men and divine truth brought home to them; for 
many subtle thoughts escape your language, and cannot be 
grasped logically or expressed. It is only by raising your minds 
to the realm of spirit that you can understand them, for as one 
of your old writers said : ‘Spiritual things must be spiritually 
discerned.’ It is not the natural reason that can comprehend 
spiritual verities. This is why the attempts to bring down 
spirit to the understanding of the vulgar are so repulsive. The 
spirits who manifest through physical phenomena are not those 
from whom spiritual truths can be learned. The crude and 
too often erroneous notions thus given to men must not be 
associated with the divine truth which the Supreme vouchsafes 
to all those who seek for it. Our hope is that these lower 
manifestations will have their day and that the truth which un- 
derlies them will at length break forth into light, and permeate 
the social and intellectual force at work amongst you.” 
November 24th.—This evening Miss B. joined the circle. 
After the usual manifestations of scent and raps, Mr. S. M. 
was easily controlled by a strange spirit, who talked a long time 
with us, He said we should not know him if he gave his name, 
but that he had left the earth about fifty years, and when here 
he was an American preacher. He knew about Spiritualism, 
preached it, and got into trouble for so doing. It was a mis- 
take to date its beginning from the Rochester knockings. He 
said this was the first time he had controlled our medium, but 
he knew him, as he had seen his spirit in spirit-land. He often 
controlled at circles, but had never beon in» more harmonious 
atmosphere than we had around us. He spoke with great ease, 
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and dwelt much on the unhappiness and misery produced by un- 
suitable marriages. Ho said that our race would never greatly im- 
prove until they were ditforently ordered, Now often in the 
upper classes marriage wasa market, in the lower mere con- 
venience. Want of love and harmony in the parenta produced 
much of the evils we met within tho children. This must be 
altered, and would be in time, as the spirit world was bringing 
its influence to bear upon the subject. He told us the colour of 
our auras, all different; each had its own significance. He 
also said that Spiritualism taught tho value of self-denial and 
the fret that each man builds by his acts on earth the home in 
which he will dwell hereafter, He then said he must leave us 
but ho promised to visit the circle again. 

When Mr. S. M. came out of the contrel he said he saw 
Imperator and the Prophet writing in the air. They then moved 
towards R. with the paper and dropped it on the floor between 
her and myself. After this Mr. S. M. saw the strange spirit 
who had been controling him, and as he did not know him, he 
was fearful lest he should attach himself to him. For this reason 
he suddenly broke up the séance and went upstairs to put his 

hands into cold water. Whiledoing so inthe bath-room a voice 
came to him, saying: ** Don’t be afraid, friend, it is only me.’ 
ft was the spirit who had been controlling him, by Tmperator’s 
permission, and Doctor afterwards informed us that he was 
known by the name of ‘Old Silas.” After striking a light we 
found a piece of paper under the table between myself and R. 
with the words, * All hail! we greet you.”—Signed “+ 1% P,” 
A moonstone was also brought to Miss B. 


December I5th.—The same circle met as on the last 
oceasiou. A few raps occurred. Much delicate scent was 
wafted over the circle, and by request the same scent in a fluid 
condition was sprinkled on the table cloth. Masses of light 
floated about the room, and another moonstone was placed in 
front of Miss B. Mr. S. M. saw in the darkness a bright spot 
of light on the table, and by raps light was asked for. The 
stone was then found where Mr. S. M. had seen the light. 
Mentor controlled, and said the stone had been brought for 
Miss B. Catharine rapped joyously near R., and through the 
alphabet told us she knew the medium had been writing about 
her; also that she should be at the meeting next evening when 
the paper would be read. On R. asking if she would remain 
with her instead, a very decided ‘‘ No” was rapped out. 

Imperator then came, saying :— 

“We have endeavoured to control the medium this evening 
to say a few words before we separate. A year, as you term it, 
is drawing to its close—a year of distress and perplexity, 
trouble and confict, but marked by much that may 
give you hope. The next two years also will be times 
of great distress and the contlict will be severe. You live 
in an epoch when one era is closing and another commencing ; 
the old order, the old beliefs, the old tone of thought are dying, 
to arise again in a newer and more spiritual form. Birth, life, 
death, resurrection, ascension, the notes of the life of the 
Christ, are also the notes of the life of each one amongst you, 
as well of the race, of the nation, of the generation of the 
world. Your ascension is a moral rise, the rise into a higher 
sphere. So, too, your race is developed. A time comes when 
the old truths are dead and the new truths are yet unborn. You 
live in the last days of this era which is called Christian. 
Christ is now returning in spirit and in power, bringing the new 
revelation which should enfranchise the souls of men. There 
is not, perhaps, any form of human life to which the spirit looks 
back with greater satisfaction than to the conflict from which 
truth emerges. You will soon be in the thickest of the fight, 
but after that will come a time of peace and reposo, a time not 
of sleep but of joyous consciousness of progress and advance. 
What the medium regards with dread as infidelity and unbelief 
is only the fallow land in which good seed may be sown, The 
mind choked with the tares of old superstitious beliefs is far 
worse than that which is free from all prejudices, Fear not 
because so many of your most prominent meu are destitute of 
what you call religion. A clear receptivity must exist before 
new truth can be borne into it.’’ 

Imperator concluded with a very solemn prayer that we 
might all be preserved during the time of trouble and distress, 


a 


Tue test of every religious, political, or educational system, 
is the man which it forms. If a system injures the intelligence 
it is bad. If it injures the character it is vicious, If it injures 
the conscience it is criminal. 


LIGHT. 


Under the title “ Automatic Writing with y 
Board,” a communication hag been sent to the ie h, 
Philosophical Journal” by Professor Elliott Ci 
account is written by Wintield Smith. It is vëry i . 
be regretted that details are not given, While mt 
agreeing with Professor Coues that “we cannot ba? 
many cases well recorded and fully attested,” 3 


, 


We 
i i * Mh 
take exception to the phrase © well recorded and p 
” . n . . š Wh, 
attested,” as applied to this communication, Exactitug 
fb 


of the very essence of these investigations :— 


In July, 1892, T joined, after two or three months abs 
my family, constituting, with other near relatives, a ey, 
in a small village on the seashore in Massachusetts, when * 
spent some months, during which we were favoured = 
phenomena that scemed to me to be worth recording. 3 


And beyond these meagre details none are given, N, 
from internal evidence, had those details been added y 
account would have been a very valuable one indeed, ty, 
writer continues :— 

Two or three members of the household were believer, N 
the possibility of communication by spirits of deceased per, 
with those living. Some were not, and others were indifen., 
or hostile to the practice of seeking such communica, 
Two of the ladies most active were near relatives and I. 
vouch for the perfect truthfulness, not only of themselves, bee 
of the other persons who from time to time took par, 
spectators or otherwise. 

On the first evening of my arrival I found that the “Oy, 
board” was in use. This is a board on which in a conveniz. 
order the letters of the alphabet are printed, and over whic, 
pointer easily moves under the direction of the hand of 4, 
person or persons acting as psychics. The lady wiw 
arm was moved in this case, and in the generality of tas, 
was hardly a believer in spiritual communications, ai 
when writing she paid no attention to the mie 
written, except at rare intervals. She did not be. 
self look at the board or the letters, nor in fact did & 
ordinarily know which letters were being pointed at, ere: 
when her attention was called by something peculiar int 
communications as read. Thetwo hands on the pointer ac 
cealed the letters from her sight. It was noteworthy that hz 
hand alone did not impel the pointer, but as soon as the hani 
of another person seeking communication was held with hes 
upon the pointer, or upon hers, the pointer proceeded to more, 
and generally with a rapidity so great that few persons cdi 
read fast enough to understand the communications, and it ws 
found necessary to select one person for that purpose, who, sittig 
at the other side of the board, was ordinarily able.after practic, 
to read the letters indicated. This was usually done aloud,so ths: 
each person listening could hear what was given: the most ¢ 
us being unable to keep pace with the movement of t 
psychic’s hand. It is also noteworthy that it was immaters! 
whether the person whose hand was joined to that of the chit 
psychic was capable of writing alone. If unable to write alone, 
yet laying the hand upon the hand of the chief psychie, causi 
the motion to be at once set up. The peculiarity of i3 
phenomenon was that two persons, neither of whom could wit 
alone, by joining hands upon the pointer caused it to mov. 
and so rapidly that neither of them could read the letters, ic 
which purpose, as stated, a third was specially appointed, We 
were informed that the medium, or chief psychic, had ber 
doveloped for the purpose of transmitting communications am 
was of uncommon value because of her indifference to the matt! 
of the most of them, and because of the clearness with whit 
she was enabled to give the exact meaning desired to N 
impressed, uncolored by her own thoughts or feelings, He 
indifference seemed in truth foreign to her natural dispositio?- 

These communications were received almost daily, duriei 
several months, and were to some of us, including myself. « 
great interest. It happened at one time, perhaps in Septemb 
that wo wore informed that her peculiar powers were liable t 
be taken away at any time, and that an illustration of this wou! 
be given them. Ina moment after she laid her hand upon th 
board, and although another person’s hand placed upon it woo! 
ordinarily have produced motion at once, her hand was entin 
motionless, even with another laid upon it, and this continue! 
until some time later, whon hor power to write was restore! 
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Jand another member of my family were each early told that | spoak—gave us a most complete confidence in the reality of the 


ith sufficient practice upon our parts, we possossed enough 
ychic power to receivo communications directly through our 
own hands without her help and this in fact turned out to be 
ue, although neither of us ever attained to that accuracy 
which seemed to mark all tho messages givon to us through 
per hand as I have described. 

During a few weoks our communications were not only in- 
resting, but seemed to be unmingled with deception, and to 
the last it seemed that the communications received through 
the two hands, one being that of the chiof psychic, wore fully to 
ww reliedupon. I do not mean by this that all matters foretold 
hy them as likely to happen came to pass; but it appeared to 
ys that theso communications were at least the genuine creation 
af tho parties who were named as the authors, and that they 
gvo intelligent evidence of their prosence in a manner to be 
reasonably satisfactory. That could not be said, however, of 
the communications which wo latterly received without the 
ancy of the medium whom I havo called the chief psychic. 
We discovered, each of us who gave the most time to writing 
onthe board, that other agencies wore at work than those who 
professed to be writing. To describe it in the simplest 
way, it appeared that deceitful and mischievous spirits 
wew writing to us in the character, and under the 
asumed names, of friends who had before written to 
w and who were for some time supposed to be con- 
tinuing ; but the matter of the messages, and even the 
curncter of the psychic force, and the peculiar methods of 
writing, indicated to us at first doubtfully, but soon clearly, 
that we were being imposed upon. It was found extremely 
dificult to get rid of these impostors, and the effort to do so can 
urdly be said to have been fully successful, although after a 
prolonged struggle one or two of them finally disappeared 
wer peculiar circumstances quite interesting, but which I do 
nt now narrate. Others, however, took their places to a 
grater or less extent, and all those creatures seemed to have, 
by reason, perhaps, of their nearness to what is often termed 
the “earth plane,” a greater influence, so that through them 
communicating force was strong and ready ; and, unfortunately 
for us, they seemed also to have the power to exclude the 
presence of our friends on the higher planes who had previously 
been in communication with us, and whom we fain would 
have retained as our only correspondents. This is an explana- 
tion we received over the Ouija board. 


How much more important the evidence would have 
ken if the means had been described by which these 
imposing spirits were got rid of! We are told of a “ pro- 
longed struggle,” and of “disappearance under peculiar 
circumstances quite interesting,” but we have no 
acount whatever of the “struggle” or of “the peculiar 
circumstances.” The same regrettable reticence is observ- 
able as the story goes on :— 


Ido not desire at this time to go into the subjects of these 
communications, but I might say this—not only while the com- 
munications were sent to us through three persons, engaged, 
twoin writing and one in reading, but at other times when 
one of us alone was writing for his own pleasure, the messages 
sent seemed to be wholly distinct from the tenor of our own 
thoughts, to come from personalities entirely different from 
ourselves, to convey sentiments and doctrines different from 
and often quite opposed to our own. In our dialogues the opposi- 
tion of views led to discussions sometimes warm, although not 
controversial—in short, similar to the discussions one could 
have with friends here upon different subjects. There was 
nothing within our conscious minds, either in present thought 
or remembrance, resembling the views often presented to us 
through this outer agency. We were constantly assured by 
them of their identity with the persons they professed to be, 
and of their immediate presence with us. Those whom we had 
known upon earth gave us frequent proofs, by reference to special 
events within our knowledge and theirs, and to incidents of 
different kinds, and by their style and manner of speech, of the 
truth of this claim, and so impressed it upon us that we were 
talking with them that we could hardly doubt it. I frequently 
conversed with old friends and playmates of matters that had 
occurred many years ago, and was reminded by them of cir- 
tumstances which had completely passed out of my mind. Not 
only that, but the charactor, tho peculiar manner of specch, 
the woll-romembered wit of some of those spirits——if I may 80 


porsons who professed to be speaking to us, to be seeing and 
hearing us, although wo could neither hear nor seo them. 

I might say that while learning to write, I for considerable 
timo, and even at intervals afterwards when tho influence upon 
my arm was weak, had difficulty in distinguishing my own per- 
sonal impulso from that which was communicated to me, so that 
L was not always cortain whether the writing was the result of 
my own mind or of another, yet as my sensitiveness increased and 
I acquired the mental habit of submitting my arm more entirely 
to the foreign agency, I came to bo generally able to distinguish 
the intluences so received very clearly from those originating in 
my own mind; and it is as certain to me as anything within my 
own consciousness can be, that many of the sentences which 
my hand thus wrote, were not only not dictated hy my own 
feelings, wishes, or opinions, but were new to me, and were 
sometimes strange and oven unwelcome. 

I was so much disturbed in the latter part of the summer by 
the activity of impostors who seemed to be determined to 
monopolise the opportunity of writing, which they generally 
did by personating friends of mine, that I felt often doubtful of 
the authenticity of the messages of my friends until they had 
been verified through the agency of at least one of the other 
psychics, through the means above described ; and I may admit 
that probably a third of the communications which during a 
period of: four months I personally received were deceptive. 

It appears to me, as conclusion from my own experience, 
that the greater amount of the frauds and falsities charged 
upon professional mediums may be attributed to base or tricky 
spiritual influences which obtain control of them, frequently 
without their knowledge or participation. Ordinarily these 
mediums would desire to be truthful and accurate. The higher 
their reputation the greater would be their pecuniary reward. 
I suppose it would be more pleasing to them to earn their 
money honestly than dishonestly ; and if they had the powers 
it would also be very much easier. But the spirits on the other 
side, if we may believe what we are constantly told, are of the 
same nature as when they lived among us, and are in as large a 
proportion false or malicious as those among us; and if they 
have a greater strength or greater desire to use the opportunities 
of communication it is quite reasonable that tricks and decep- 
tions should happen in so-called spiritual communications, and 
that they should prove unreliable to that degree which has made 
investigation obnoxious to many. 

The peculiarity of the communications which we received 
through the chief psychic is perhaps this : that they came through 
so many hands that there could be no previous combination of 
purpose ; that the chief psychic was so utterly under the control 
of the agencies as to be quite incapable of formulating the 
communications, or even of understanding them, until after 
they were read aloud ; that she never looked at the letters nor 
followed the pointer; that the personal character of each of 
the individuals engaged in producing them was such as to place 
all possibility of fraud out of the question ; that a real spirit of 
investigation controlled all the minds, and that there was no 


circumstance nor influence in the household leading to any 
deception, even to self-deception. The persons concerned were 
honourable, the motives unassailable, and the results seemed of 
the most satisfactory nature, until after the time when the class 
designated as impostors seemed to have found their way in ; but 
they were a class, who, as I have said, could, with due dis- 
crimination on our part, be distinguished from our truthful 
visitors, and through the instrumentality of the psychic, who 
had been designated for that purpose, we were able to detect on 
each occasion, when we submitted it to the test, the doubtful 
communication which had been in fact received from a fraudulent 
source. 

These communications continued with more or less activity 
until the close of our summer at the seaside. After that it was 
difficult to obtain the co-operation of the various persons who 
had convened there, and the communications have since been 
in consequence rare, interrupted, and almost at an end. For 
myself I may say that I am quite unable to procure through my 
own arm the attendance of any of those visitors except occasion- 
ally of some wandering cheat, who is willing to sign any name, 
or to make any statement for the purpose of deceiving me, and 
obtaining the opportunity for a short communication, to which, 
however, he never gives his true name. 

Milwaukee, May, 1893, 


There are several things in the foregoing communica- 
tion which afford material for serious thought. The 
necessity for combination of two psychic powers in order to 
obtain satisfactory results and the interference of opposing 
influences are among those which will be romarked at onc. 
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ment of spirit, the less they will be concerned $ 
terrestrial age. And this is one uf the objects whigs 
perfect Spiritualism should have in view. ue 

Tu may be uged that a good life is one where, ha; 
done one’s duty when it is known what that duty is a 
world is allowed gradually to fall away, and the spirit xi 
its trammels toats placidly into the unseen. This ix hay 
half-hearted spirituality, and more than halé-hear,, 
materialism. lt is living in the world and of it, until then 
is no chance of doing otherwise. 

The Theosophists teach that this spiritualising of t 
conditions of life is possible, and hence comes all that y, 
hear of adepts, and problematical Mahatmas , but the 
teaching is so hedged about with Oriental mysticism thy 
one is puzzled continually, and, moreover, the conquest 4 
the world is made a matter of such duration that one ma; 
forgive any who hesitate about going through so serious ari 
lengthy a course of education. Nevertheless, we are at us 
with the Theosophists that even here a great change mm; 
z aan Pa be brought about. Not that it can be done at one, ie 

of the Church said it was inspired ; so the age of man was | that it can be done without suffering, nor without mans 
tixed. The Christian followers of the Jehovistic cult kept failures; the heart may indeed have to break, but ther 
up the notion, and thus people were expected to begin to | comes at last a power which He knew who said of ti 
prepare for death practically when they reached sixty, conquest,“ And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will dray 
though theoretically they were supposed to be doing it all | 41] men unto me.” 

their lives. “Practically ” about that age, because up to 

then serving God in the oftice or behind the counter some- 

what militated against the proper exercise of the pre- a 

paratory powers, Perhaps in the world’s history there has We cannot be accused of concealing the dangers oi 
never been an equally striking example of man’s incapacity | spirit communion ; some of our friends, indeed, think ve 
for judging for himself, and of his readiness to obey the | have too persistently admitted and even urged them. Nu 
dictum of any supposititious God. The nearest approach | can we be accused of exaggerating the value of mer 
w it is possibly the English belief that “God tempers the | “ phenomena”; and here, again, some may have thought 
wind to the shorn lamb,” because Sterne having said so | that we belittled these in our efforts to give prominence tè 
someone else guessed from the style that it must be in the | Spiritualism as Science and Philosophy. This has earned 
Bible collection. for us the right to say a word of encouragement, at th 
The singer who, penetrated with the Jehovistic material- | present time, to those who, amid many difticulties, are 
ism, sang the aphorism about threescore and ten no doubt | patiently feeling their way along the good old beaten track 
believed in it, for it could only be said by such a materialist. | of experiment. We have never lost sight of the fact that | . 
Such regrets as this “inspired ” psalmist uttered could only | at the back of all our Science and Philosophy, Experiment | « 
he uttered by one for whom the world was all in all. | stands as at once motive and justification. We have not 
Nevertheless this singer of Israel was the bard of all that | been spinning theoretical cobwebs—we have been building 
innumerable race which hopes for and tries to bring about | a foundation ; we have not been composing a creed—ve 
length of days spent in prosperous euse, until annihilation | have been collecting facts ; and if, in some respects, we ar 
or the dreaded and ever only half credited “ great change” | now independent of “phenomena,” we have not the 
comes about ; a “ great change” which is rarely spoken of | slightest intention of disparaging or pushing aside the ', 
except on those stated occasions when to speak of it is as | ladder by which we have climbed. The reviled “ raps,” the 
proper as it is meaningless. All this is of Materialism. | objective movements of the laughed-at table, the voices, 
Spiritualism teaches something better, and by Spiritualism | the sensitive lights and forms, the valuable evidences of 
is here meant all that makes for spirituality. passive writing, are all too precious to be either disparaged 

Life is a struggle, but a struggle not as those people | or discarded. 
imagine to whom the gospel of getting on is the one only And what of the ‘“‘dangers”? These supply no reason 
true evangel ; it is a struggle against opposing forces, forces | for surrendering our quest ; they only suggest prudence and 
which, because they are opposing, produce that presentment | care. That some men commit forgery is not a reason for 
called material, and which forces, therefore, must be over- | ceasing to write letters or sign transfers and cheques. 
come or they will conquer. Starting, then, with the hypo- | That razors and revolvers are dangerous and even deadly 
thesis, that spirit and matter are only different in form and | in careless or criminal hands, is not a reason for ceasing t 
not in essence, we at once arrive at new ideas as to age and | make them. That swindlers sometimes call for the parel 
all that belongs to it. That, indeed, there is a certain amount | when we have put in the window the card inviting the 
of general knowledge that the variations depending upon | carrier, is no reason for deciding to send no more parcels«* 
the sequences of time, called generally differences of age, are | to invoke no more the carrier’s help. No; the dangers, it 
not always to be measured by years, is obvious from the | one sense, only invite us on. If the scouts of the Unseen 
familiar use of such expressions as “ He was never young,” | can be treacherous and dangerous, that is surely a reason 
or “ He never will be old.” A certain something is here | for pressing forward and trying to hunt them down, We 
understood, though but roughly expressed. may not entirely succeed, but the further we advance and 

Now age, as to its measurement, is only reckoned in | the more we know, the less will the danger be; for such 
terms of terrestrial time ; spirit cannot be reckoned up in | danger as there is turns mainly upon our ignorance, ouf 
that way, so that the threescore and ten of the Psalmist is inexperience, our incautious readiness to take for granteh 


very earthy,as we have already seen. It follows immediately, | to get excited, to believe. 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER dth, 1893, 


TO CONTRIBUTORS.—Communications intended to bo printed 
should be addressed to the Editor, 2, Duke-street, Adelphi, 
London, WiC. le wilt much facilitato tho insertion of auitatle 
articles i} they are under two columns in length, Long com- 
munications are always in danyer of being delayed, and 
are frequently declined on account of want of apace, though 
in other respects good aud desirable, Lettera should bo confined 
to the space uf hals a column to ensure insertion, 

Rusiness conmnunications should in all cases bo addressed to 
Mr. B D. Godfrey, 2, Duke-stroa, Adelphi, London, W.C., and 

not to the Editor. 


“The days of man are threescore and ten.” An 
Oriental psalmist said this and it got into the Biblical 
collection of monographs, and having got there a Council 
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Though the account of these dreams was copied inte 
yy than une journal soon after its appearance in the last 
iber of the “ Proceedings of the Socie ty for Psychical 
areh,” yet as some of the readers of “ Liga” may not 
„ve seen the story it is reproduced here, Tho remarks of 
s Myers are also given, as these dreams come perhaps 
st nearly into the category of the “subliminal uprush ” 
yn many of the phenomena recorded in the same number 
he Mr. Myers says :- 
We must now como to concrote examples. And first let me 
the reader that there is nothing unique or isolated 
a theso hystorical disturbances of personality. The 
Polity of each of us is ina state of constantly shifting 
F jibrium, and the healthy person, under the intluonce of 
fos intoxications, or from more changes of trophic con- 
ya undergoes shiftings of the threshold, uprushes and sub- 
“aces many kinds, which bear to hysterical phenomena some- 
spt the same relation which those in turn bear to the more per- 
pent psychical changos ofactual insanity. Alcoholic intoxica- 
siuulstes in its various stagus astrange variety both of hyster- 
ylandof insane symptoms. Hunger, fatigue, slight poisoning by 
gue air, produce a well-known group of disturbances of 
coy and sensation, A very small degree of fever is enough 
= lice n transient perturbation of personality of the most 
wat kind. Familiar though all this may be, there is yet, I 
gai, some interest in the following account of a feverish 
qrience, sent tome by Mr. Robert Louis Stevenson, from 
yoo. For in Mr. Stevenson’s paper on his own dreams, else- 
gore alluded to, we have the most striking living example 
yom to me of that helpful and productive subliminal uprush 
gai [have characterised asthe mechanism of genius. It is, 
yendore interesting to observe how under morbid conditions this 
yayerment of genius—this ready permeability of the psychical 
gyinga—transforms what might in others be a mere vague 
eì missive discomfort into a vivid though incoherent message 
ipa the subliminal storm and fire. The result is a kind of 
«elimina duality, the perception at the same time of two 
ysailities, the one rational and moral, the other belo nging 
paesmatum of dreams and nightmare. 
Then follow the dreams :— 
Vailima Plantation, Upoho, Samoan Islands. 
July 14th, 1892. 

Due Me. Myers,—I am tempted to communicate to you 
vo: experiences of mine which seem to me (ignorant as I am) 
dshigh psychological interest. 
Thad infamous bad health when I was a child and suffered 
uh irom night fears; but from the age of about thirteen 
atl [was past thirty I did not know what it was to havea 
i kver or to wander in my mind. 
ba they were renewed, came upon me with entire freshness ; 
sicther I am a peculiar subject, or I was thus enabled to 
ære them with unusual closeness. 

Experience A. During an illness at Nice I lay awake a 
Yuenight in extreme pain. From the beginning of the 


* Proceedings.” 


Sainz one part of my mind became possessed of a notion so | 


seaque and shapeless that it may best be described as a form 
tsrds. I thought the pain was, or was connected with, a 
‘sur coil of some sort ; I knew not of what it consisted nor 
“where it was, and cared not; ouly I thought, if the two 
ak were brought together the pain would cease. Now all the 
&, with another part of my mind, which I venture to think 
"és nyelf, I was fully alive to the absurdity of this idea, knew 
‘vbes mark of impaired sanity, and was engaged with my 
Se elf in a perpetual conflict. Myself had nothing more at 
“=n than to keep from my wife, who was nursing me, any 
oi this ridiculous hallucination ; the other was bound that. 
“should be told of itand ordered to effect the cure. I 
‘éreit must have been well on in the morning before the 
“alor the other fellow) triumphed, and I called my wife to my 
iik, seized her savagely by the wrist, and looking on her 

"ha face of fury, cried : ‘‘ Why do you not put the two ends 
sa “er and put me out of pain ?” 

Unetience B. The other day in Sydney I was seized on a 
‘a with a high fever. Early in the afternoon I began to 
* mechanically the sound usually written “mhn,” caught 
“in the act, instantly stopped it, and explained to my 

T, who was in the room, my reasons for so doing. ‘* That 
*bgiuning of the mind to wander,” I said, “and has to 
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be resisted at the outset.” [fell asleep and woke, and for the 

rest of the night repeated to myself mentally u nonsense word 

which I could not recall next morning. l had been reading the 

day before the life of Swift, and all night long one part of my 

mind (the other fellow) kept informing me that I was not repeat- 

ing the word myself, but was only reading in a book that Swift 

had so ropeatod it in his Jast sickness. The temptation to com- 

municate this nonsense was again strongly felt by myself, but 
was on this occasion triumphantly resisted, and my watcher 
heard from mo all night nothing of Dean Swift or the word, 
uothing but what was rational and to the point. So much for 

the two consciousnesses when I can disentangle them ; but there 
is a part of my thoughts that T have moro difficulty in attribut- 
ing. One part of my mind continually bid me remark the 
transrational felicity of the word, examined all the syllables, 
showed me that not one was in itself significant, and 
yet the whole expressed to a nicety the voluminous dis- 
tress of one in a high fever and his annoyance at and recoil 
from the attentions of his nurses. It was probably the same 
party (and for a guess the other fellow) who bid me compare it 
with the nonsense words of Lewis Carroll as the invention of a 
lunatic with those of a sane man. But surely it was myself (and 
myself in a perfectly clear-headed state) that kept me trying all 
night to get the word by heart, on the ground that it would 
afterwards be useful in literature if I wanted to deal with mad 
folk. It must have been myself, I say, because the other fellow 
believed (or pretended to believe) he was reading the passage 
in a book where it could always be found again when wanted. 

Experience C. The next night the other fellow had an 
explanation ready for my sufferings, of which I can only say 
that it had something to do with the navy, that it was sheer 
undiluted nonsense, had neither end nor beginning, and was 
insusceptible of being expressed in words. Myself knew this ; 
yet I gave way, and my watcher was favoured with some 
references to the navy. Nor only that: the other fellow was 
annoyed—or I was annoyed—on two inconsistent accounts ; 
first, because he had failed to make his meaning comprehensible, 
and second, because the nurse displayed no interest. The other 
fellow would have liked to explain further ; but myself was much 
hurt at having been got into this false position and would be led 
no further. 

In cases A and C the illusion was amorphous. I knew it to 
be so and yet succumbed to the temptation of trying to com- 
municate it. In case B the idea was coherent, and I managed 
to hold my peace. Both consciousnesses, in other words, were 
less affected in case B,and both more affected in cases A and C. It 
is perhaps not always so : the illusion might be coherent, even 
practical, and the rational authority of the mind quite in abey- 
ance. Would not that be lunacy ? 

In case A I had an absolute knowledge that I was out of my 
mind, and that there was no meaning in my words ; these were 
the very facts that I was anxious to conceal ; and yet when I 
succumbed to the temptation of speaking, my face was con- 
vulsed with anger, and I wrung my watcher’s wrist with cruelty. 
Here is action, unnatural and uncharacteristic action, towing 
from an idea in which I had no belief and which I had been 
concealing for hours as a plain mark of aberration. Is it not 
so with lunatics ? 

I have called the one person myself, and the other the other 
fellow. It was myself who spoke and acted; the other fellow 
seemed to have no control of the body or the tongue; he could 
only act through myself, on whom he brought to bear a heavy 
strain, resisted in one case, triumphant in the two others. Yet 
I am tempted to think that I know the other fellow; I am 
tempted to think he is the dreamer described in my Chapter 
on. Dreams to which you refer. Here at least is a dream 
belonging to the same period, but this time a pure dream, an 
illusion, I mean, that disappeared with the return of the sense 
of sight, not one that persevered during waking moments and 
while I was able to speak und take my medicine. It occurred 
the day after case B and before case C. 

Case D. Inthe afternoon there sprang up a storm of wind 
with monstrous clouds of dust ; my room looked on a steep hill 
of trees whose boughs were all blowing in the same direction ; 
the world seemed to pass by my windows like a mill-race. By 
this turmoil and movement I was confused, but not distressed, 
and surprised not to be distressed ; for even in good health a 
high wind has often a painful influence on my nerves. In the 
midst of this I dozed off asleep. I had just been reading Scott’s 
“ Life of Dryden,” had been struck with the fact that Dryden 
had translated some of the Latin hymns, and had wondered 
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that PE had never romarkod them dn hia worki. An noun anf 
wan anloop | devono a ronson why the aon of tho wind ane 
tho sight of the Aying dat had pot dinteomed mo, horo wan 
no wine, it uwomel, pn aluat; UE w only Drydon singing hin 
keanalatod by net tei dere Hion, tdl all thonn who had olive 
ml attacked hiom after tho Rovolution ninging hom in another 
hin pomt of the two dirootions be vory ningali and insano, In 
part it meant (hat Drydan waa continuously ying past yet nover 
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nylphs, fairion, djinn, Ace, hay are the Boul of i iy, , 
wn g a 


tho eapriciota forces in Nature, webiny undor on, Tey 
B i a 

law, inbhoront in tons oonbros of fores, with und, 

noionnnonn and Dorlion of plastio monk 


Miny ' 
Wahia 4 


PALLET ln ot 4 


a necording to bho comeing or uneennciun will ona “iy, 
. pyelenw ` vi , "hn N, 
passing my wI i Wiho direction of the wind nnd dunt, amball | boing who puts himsolf en rapport with bhom. 1i ni I. 
Hin datraetors Mietiaty Aying past yob not peng oware the | ing nomo of tho boinga of tnn ele bonb ous melos arn 


u Spiny big, 
molhos dvent bho Pating aledheof deceased himn he “Maly 
Whit of individin) force, Sheno beings huyo nuyor i my 
will, in inyrindy of ngon henes, be ovolved inte ae k 
belong to the three lmr kingloma, wid porun to the 


op necount of their dangoroun native, 


other akto But dt applied, heaton thin, beth to the words and 
tothe muoie in a Mer wholly Wine plhi blo of oxpronnien, 


. 


That wasn drean ; and yot how oxnetly i roproduron the 
method of my other fellow while L was awako, Here bean oxphin 
ation for a atale Obtained or body avnght and fonnd in ce tinno 
af rabak, conpliotGod, and pines prossible folly. Your vory mn 
worely, Ronin batts Nav anc, 


Mu, 
ny 
Wo havo feted n very erroneous opinion gaining Hany 


bodied follow croatures overywhors but even among we. 
Orientalis who ought to know botbor, bis yonorally Pi 

} eg . li, 
hy them that the Banskrie torm Pibrin menns the , ™ 


[This vather follow” in, pechapy, after all not a very 
ungual phenomenon, Very nliight fever enanson mo to 


become anette but E know of my own mocion nnd quite ; ; ; 

7 that “otl w” hi i : | : | of our direet wicenlord; of disoembordiud poople, Monn 
Aut ‘ oye ' ? i H š . 
nwoguiw j u wr mt whieh is mix up with Che | aryumont of somo Spiritista tet flire, and other p, k 
uyat? of ornlinary life, though tho Heperebion js nob Aten 


wonder workers, are medinma, Chat they theanolves conp 
boing unable te produce auything without the help of the In, 
of whom thoy are the obediont instruments, Thi is iy” 
than ono vende erronoons, the orror boing firat starti 4 
holieve, by M. L. Jacolliot, in his * Spiritinne dans ty Mende 
and Govinda Swami; or, ad he polls it, othe fakir Kip, 
danni” phonomona, ho Pitrisiare not the ancesten dy, 
prosont living mon, but thon of the human kind or pring, 
race; tho spirits of human races which, ou the great syy y 
doncending, evolution,  precoded our races of Wen, y 
woro physiently, us woll ws spiritually, Far supericg , 
our modorn  piymien, In 8’ Minaya - Dharma Shoop, 
they nro eallod tho Dunar Ancestors, he Hi 

lonni of all tho proud Brûhiman has no nueh g 
longing to roturn to bhis land of exile after he hns nliakeg u 
hin mortal coil, an han the avorayo Spiritualist ; nor hardy 
for him any of tho gront torrors it has for the Christian, Ths 
tho most highly developed minds in India will alwayn take ee 
fodeclare, whilo in tho nct of leaving thoir benements of dy 
t Nachapunarivarti,” “ Pahall not come back,” and by thans 
declaration aro placed beyond the reach of any living mas 
modium, But, it mny bo asked, what thon is meant byt 
Pitris t hoy nro Dovas, lum and solar, closely conne 
with buman ovolution, for the Lunar Pitrin aro they whe ge 
thoir Chhiyia na tho models of the Wirst Races in the Fur 
Round, whilo the Solar Pitrin ondowol mankind with intelle 
Not only wo, but these Bunar Dovas panned through allt 
kingdoms of the torreatrial Chain in the Birat Round, and de 
ing the Second and ‘Third Rounds * load and represent} 
human oleomnent.” 


always complete, When delirium sets in, ait has dene in 
one or two severe illnesses, Poa perfectly well aware of 
the presence of that delirium and romembor afterwards 
what 1 thonght during ity continuaner. Being seriously 
Win the apring ef 1891, dawns i very high temporature 
and waffeving intenso pain, E remeniher perfoetly woll haw | 
fancied myself in a largo field whieh | was trying bo elon 
from huge deposits ot tleh; at Che wane time | knew quite 
well | was in my bed, and recognined tho help my murne 
was giving mis ATT through that ines 1 wis sensiblo of 
a double canseiowinenas, in whieh somotimes ono | self” 


prevailed and semetinies “the other,” One ael” thought 
that half my teeth had left me, and it was not bill vory 
near convalewence that the ‘other nell knew it was not 
ao through the very commen plaice menns of winga looking 
gliva — Be, t acme”) 


-= m) 


ELEMENTALS, 


There ii in tho earrent number of “ Luoifor” the firat 
of a serios of articles by the late H. P. Blavataky, with thin 
heading, We do not propone to enter into tho question 
of the exintence of Blementals, farther than to say that the 
late Stainton Moses wasin the babit of asserting that ho 
had onee seen obo in the form of n little old min, whe 
lived upon the almost immaterial omanstions arising from 
the food of our ordinary humanity, "Thin boing wd not 


Now putting aside tho calm assertion that“ planetar 
yet been incarnated, but was shortly to undergo that 


spirits, whoever they may be, can pretend in thewi 
Madame Blavatsky snid they could, whit evidence js th 
thit at any Spiritualistic Kéance there ever has ben? 
attempt nt a simulation of “human deities?” We belee 
John the Baptist, and it may be others of like p 
Ininence, have been “raised ” by some mediums, but dup! 


ehange, Madame  Blavatuky, however, anakos somo 
aowertions which wo have soen before, but which, as they 
concern the Spiritualistio intorprotation of eertain phe- 
nomena, itis necvasary once more bo notices, The following 
quotation from the article will show what we mem ;— 


If, turning from Groves and Ngypt to tho eradlo of universal | and the Olympian crowd, who nro presumably “la 
civilisation, India, wo interrogate the Britain and their most 
admirable philosophies, we tind them calling their Goda and 
their Daimonis by such a number and yaricty of appollationn, 
that the thirty throne millions of thea Deities would require a 
whole library to contain only their names and attributes, Wo 
will choouo for the prowant only two nenon out of the Pantheon, 
Those groups sro the most important as well an the least 
undoritood by the Ociontwlinta— their truo naturo having boon 
all along wrappod in obscurity by the unwillingness of the 
Brilunnns to divulgo thoir philongphical ngorotan, Wo will 
npeak of but the Devas and the Pitris. 


human doitios, have nob, as far as one can recollect, e 
put in an appearance, “Characters on the stage of hum’ 
history,” boing men, mediums do declare have come bac 

Passing by all the usual farrago about capricious fur 
in Nature, acting under one immutable Iaw, with 
reverontinl wonder one fools for a capricious fores whic 
obeys n changelem power, complicated mysteriously My 
centres enot one” contre, be it noted —of force, we fit 
that Spiritualists have gono wrong in the excellent comp" 
of cortain Orientalists, who also believe in the existence 
thoir disembodied ancestors, but have mistakenly thos?! 
they wore Pitrin whereas Pitris are greater and gral 
than the spirits of our immediate ancestors, being spit 


Tho formur norial beings are some of thom suporioy, others 
inferior, to mnan, The torm monwa literally the Shining Ones, 
tho rosplondent; nnd it covers xpixitual beings of various 
doyrees, Including ontitios from provioun planetary periods, who 
tako active part in the formation of new nolar systema and the 
training of infant hinnanition, as woll an unprogrenied Plano- 
tary Spirita, who will, nt Spirituntintic ojanoes, nimulato hunian 
dvities, and even characters on the ntaga of kuwan history, 


Ll ——a me 


of men of a loftier moo now long disappeared, So the fab’ 
is nob a medhun, but something else—-what is not state 


w lorn about the appearances which purport w b 


only mnong K nribinlintis who noo thes nrita olf the vy 
l HO ay, 
* 


Undoubtedly we have much, porhaps nearly evor 
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piit of those gone over: nevertheless these dogmatic 
“ations without proof give but little help towards the 
40 ledge we want. 
wr 


GLEANINGS FROM THE FOREIGN PRESS. 


Moss. P. G. LEYMARIE. 
ofa Irradiacion” contains an interesting account of tho career 
M. P.G. Leymarie of “Ta Revue Spirite.” His Ife has 
A an eventful one, and runs through a period of sixty-seven 
ps. When ho was fourteen he lost his mother, and through 
X jilure of a banker the family was ruined. As there wero 
oi them, daily bread was a matter of serious importance. 
eldest brother became a sailor and ultimately a captain in 
yavy, but P. G. Leymarie passed his youth iu very hard 
endeavouring to procure sustenance for the rest of the 
v, and means to educate them so that they might have the 
900 of filing honourable positions. In 1851 the Government 
ed him, although he had not occupied himself with 
gant polities, and in forty-eight hours he had to betako him- 
¿to Brassels. In 1858 he returned amnestied to France, and 
pera time became a Spiritualist. He subsequently made the 
gugsintance of Allan Kardec, and was his intimate friend 
“l desth parted them here. In 1865, along with Camille 
osm, the astronomer, and others of more or less dis- 
gein he assisted in founding the “* Teachers’ League ” which 
yer presented to Government a petition having 1,500,000 
ars, asking for free, secular, and compulsory education, a 
yxsition which was afterwards sanctioned by law. At the 
gah of Kardec in 1869 Leymarie became the leading man in 
b movement which the former had inaugurated. When 
W Creekes was making his investigations in London with regard 
pgirit photographs M. Leymarie obtained some of them, and 
¿wame of those which Buguet claimed to have procured, and 
fe xirring to these experiments in the “Revue” the 
niter of the Interior, Dufaure, caused the police to arrest 
i, sad he was manacled and sent to prison like a brigand, 
ae accusation vf having spoken of ‘‘ imaginary and 
sic things.” Twenty years have not elapsed since this 
ce and abominable prosecution was initiated, and which 
kaiina sentence of a year’s imprisonment and a fine of 
anl! thousand francs. The clerics of that day had not 
-_ forgotten the man who had been helpful in 
dining for France free, secular, and compulsory edu- 
ča They offered him his liberty, if he would seek 
win for his offence; but he was a person far above 
È influence of degrading traffic of that kind and served 
È time like a man, leaving all the obloquy that gathered 
Smi that scene on the miserable shoulders of those who in- 
‘él or helped forward such a contemptible exhibition of 
wuuiy hatred and pusillanimity. When he left prison in 
lke founded the ‘‘Scientific Society for Psychological 
Šin,” whose beginnings were very brilliant, as it numbered 
‘ag its associates academicians, scientists, doctors, legists, 
artists. In 1888 the Supreme French Tribunal after a 
&xe examination of the proceedings taken against him in 
Wi rehabilitated him with all his rights. 


A Propiey. 

“Le Messager ” of Liège, quoting ‘‘ L'Etoile Belge,” gives an 
sant of alittle Chinese prodigy of four years old who has pre- 
xai himself to the authorities at Hong Kong asa candidate 
the examinations for literary honours. He has astonished 
R professors by the extent of his knowledge, and has written 
t 1 giren subject a concise essay which as soon as the Chan- 
zke has published his verdict will place this child among the 
aber of Chinese illuminati. ‘‘L’Etoile Belge” recalls the 
‘umstance that John Stuart Mill knew Greek and read 
Seutle at six years of age. ‘‘ Le Messager” calls attention 
\ > frst application of the new law in regard to hypnotism. 

Royal decree has been published in the “Moniteur” 
rising g M. Astère Denis, of Verviers, to practise hypnotism. 
“a gentleman is the first who has asked for this authorisation. 

tia merchant, a poet, anda journalist, who has been very 
si ul in dealing with drunkenness and other vices, besides 

children of a disinclination to go to school. He has 
ed g book on the science. 


Misna DEMMLER. 


„The Spiritualistisch Weekblad ” contains an account of a 
with the matorialising medium M Demmler. It is 


LIGHT. 
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quoted from the ‘‘Uebersinnliche Welt,” the séance having been 
held in Berlin on the premises of the Sphinx Alliance. The 
preliminary phenomena should be quite sufficient to convince 
the medium and her friends that she is victimised by some 
spirits whose society she would be much better without. The 
sitters first of all heard the back of the medium’s chair creak, 
aud then at brief intervals out from the cabinet flew her stays 
and shoes ! Those are not articles which should be found on 
ovory drawing-room table, and spirits who take such unwarrant- 
able liborties with a medium's wardrobe are unquestionably 
too deficient in the mattor of good taste to be entrusted with 
her control. After this manifestation, the spirit having re- 
quested music, the company sang a portion of the 130th Psalm, 
and the séance proceeded in less objectionable fashion. The 
hand of one of tho ladies present shone as if it had been 
rubbed with phosphorus, and some of the sitters observed carly 
in the evening a kind of luminous smoke, which subsequently 


disappeared. Tho third manifestation was the form of 
a fino looking young woman in a long white robe 


and having a starry crown on her brow. She spoke rivd roce 
as follows :—‘‘ Love builds a golden bridge between this world 
and the next, and permits you now to enjoy here a foretaste of 
Heaven.” Shapes also formed on the right and left sides of the 
cabinet, and one of these said in English, ‘‘Good evening,” 
moving towards Herr Schl—who supplied the report —and 
shaking hands with him. The other phenomena were equally 
astonishing, and, altogether, Mrs. Minna Demmler—judging 
from the phenomena described in this report—appears to be a 
medium capable of inducing manifestations of a character which 
calls for expert investigations of the most rigorous kind. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


[The Editor is not responsible for opinicns expressed by correspondents, 
and sometimes publishes wiat he does not agree witk for the purpose 
of presenting views that may elicit discussion. ] 


Origin of the Society for Psychical Research. 


Srr,—I have seen the promotion of the Society for Psychical 
Research attributed to Professor Barrett; I have seen it attributed 
to Mr. Stainton Moses ; and now I learn from a “ Note by the 
Way ” in last week’s ‘‘ Licut” that ‘‘H. S. O.” (Colonel H. S$. 
Olcott, I presume) has described the Society for Psychical 
Research as an ‘‘ offspring” of the Theosophical Society, pro- 
moted by that Society’s ‘‘ own members.” 

As I had some share in the promotion of the Society for 
Psychical Research, perhaps I may be able the more effectually 
to show the purely mythical character of Colonel Olcott’s 
statement by a brief narrative of the circumstances which led 
to the formation of that Society. Sv far as I know I was 
myself the first to suggest it. It occurred to me that—while 
the Spiritualists continued their work in their own way by 
means of their own societies—a new Society might be started 
—to be called Psychical or Psychological—for the sake of 
the many persons of culture and of good social position who, 
while really interested in Spiritualism, held themselves aloof 
from all active association with the movement because of the 
odium which at that time was supposed to attach to the name. In 
the autumn of 1881, in conversation with Professor Barrett, I 
suggested that the experiment should be made. He cordially 
concurred, and it was agreed that we should each invite friends 
to a Conference with the view of giving effect to the proposal. 

Being in constant personal intercourse with Mr. Stainton 
Moses, I naturally desired his co-operation ; and he gave it— 
though he did so with great reluctance. The Conference was 
held at the rooms of the British National Assocition of 
Spiritualists, 38, Great Russell-street, on January oth, 1882, 
Professor Barrett in the chair—when Mr. Stainton Moses 
drafted and moved the first resolution :-— 


That it is desirable to organise a Society for the purpose of associat- 
ing together those who are interested in Psychological Research. 


The following resolution was also passed :— 


That the meeting nominate a Committee forthe purpose of reporting 
on the best means of carrying this resolution into effect, and that the 
Committee consist of the following, with power to add to their number: 
Professor W. F. Barrett, George Wyld, M.D., Walter H. Coffin, 
Edmund Gurney, E. Dawson Rogers, Morell Theobald, Alexander 
Calder, W. Stainton Moses, F. W. H. Myers, Mary Boole, H. 
Wedgwood, Walter R. Browne, Desmond G. FitzGerald, Henry 
Sidgwick, H. J. Hood, C. C. Massey. 


The Committee met several times and presented a Report 
to an adjourned Conference in the following month (February 
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yooh) Whe Report was wlopted, and the trst movting ot Idealism. i "Ma 4 
the Council thereby appointed wia beld on March sol, [sx sak, bo baa of August “th, a: CCM . s 
Such ia a brof history of the formation of tho Socwty for f of himsolf ns an old * lentig,” CCM." niw, 
noli willing to help, and at might be helpful UOA hn, 
would to mysolf, if he would explain the position Pie’ M W 
as such, Doos it imply n donial of any objectiya i t Me 4 Va 
over of the secmingly external world, or merely enlig Ms) ‘a 
A : a a S th i $ 
Chat itis Cotally ditleront from its sense mediated re ny a 
in haan consciousness — thus allowing our die eho 
validity, other than aa idea t his latter position, a Piny “4 
something roprosontel, i fundamentally Realisin, th ne! 
transcendental ordor, Wherein does tdealisi, ns ee M4 
today, differ from that phase of it against: whieh Ket Ig 
wider the heading On the Refutation of lealinn, iny. ta, 
edition of his Critique of Pure Reason"! “ty 
Vy! 


ty 
Poyetical Rosowrel, and E nubiit that it suthocoutly disposes of š nts, 
Cotone Costes angggention that the Society for Payehieal Resoareh 


totpring Sod the Thoomeplical Society, promotor by that 


wan’ 
Sooroty a "own membors, 

Mr POW TE Myon writing ta the t Procvodings of the 
Society tor Poyehiwal Roscareh for Docembor last, said that 
oN hon Professor Bairrott consulted Mr, Stainton Mosonas to the 
promibility of foaming a now sooty ho warmly welcomed the ye 
plan This atateniont is at varianco with what I have said above t 
that bo gave his co oporstion with groat reluctance ; and | 
think that Mr. Myors must have written under a misapprohen 
sion. When Mr. Ntamton Moses had movel tho resolution 
at the first mvonng of the Conforonco and consented to be 
placed oa tho Conmittoe thon appomted, there is no doubt that 
he throw himself heart and seul inte the work , that was bis 
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Kama Loka. 

Sin, With your kind permission, I should tike 4, 
postaecript to my lettor whieh appeared in u recont ing i 
“Facit " (pp. 406-7). wy 

Hf lam right in assuming —and the experience of is 
and others, I think justifies me in doing so- -that Proper “i, 
atituted circles of Spiritualists, sitting with the best inen 
and highest aspirations, ean, and do, promote the Upward 
gross of the donizons of © Kiuna Loka,” what would fy 
Surely, a more speedy regeneration of both worlds! Thi 
would proceed in geometrical progrossion, very Pte 
spirit, instond of contaminating others, cither in this ways y! 
the next, hy ‘endeavouring to utilise thom for their A iH 


ustu in tegant to anytiunyg ho undertook, But when l 
first askol hun to attoud Che Conference ho resolutely refused, 
because, as ho stid, ho had a ahrowl guess tbat tho men who 
wore likely to come to the front in tho new Society woro not tho 
mon to bring iapartial minda to tho investigation of the pho- 
nomena of Spiritualism. This altitude ho maintained up to 
the very day on which the Conforonco first met, whon, yielding 
to my repeated solicitations, ho came up from Bodford for the 
speowl purpose of altunding the meeting, Hoartily ns he 
worked — or endeavoured to work —with the Socioty after ho had 
unco committed himselfjhoe never found reason to doubt that his 
original judgment was correct, aud he frequently, in conversing | gratification,” would aid them, to the best of their ability i 
with tae on the subject, blamed himsolf for having boon so | their onward march to a better life, k 
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weak as to yield to my iaportunities. ‘The end was that having It is often said that, “1 am only one, what can T do t, 

become increasingly dissatisfied with the Socioty’s attitude to- | in the reformation of society?" ‘These persons seem ig, 
wacds Spiritualism he withdraw from membership in 1886, I| recognise the powers of geometrical progression. May t iy. 
endeavoured to dissuade him from doing so, but this time my | trate it thus? Suppose —at the lowest computation —that e 
convert produces one other convert ; then we should hare N 


following order of progression: 
A-1 24816 32 64 128 206 Di2 1024 248... 
Bolzss 46 6 7 8 9 Wo... 
In the first ascent, one would become two; in the see, 
ascent, two would become four ; in the third the four would i, | 
come eight ; until at the eleventh the number of converts way | 
amount to two thousand and forty-vight as the product of y, f @ 
first spirit convert. Multiply this by the number of such cid, fh 
as might be held, and the vast amount of reformation that wo || 
take place in the region of “ Kima Loka” must be apparent | 
But the good offects would not end there; a like progns 
would bo mado in this earthly sphere, and the combined efun, | $ 
of tho spirit and mundane workers would speedily produce sy; | Me 
avery marked effect upon the religious, moral, and ses 
character of humanity, that * Kima Loka” would ecu | 
almost tenantless, and we should no longer have so mm 
inquiries as to whether or not life is worth living + and auivk 
the best mode of flying from the ills we have, to others that v 
know not of, Anvayts 


** importunities ” were of no avail. E. Da wsos Rourns. 


Tho Visit to Uranus. 

Sir, —Allow me to point out that your comments on my 
letter are constructed frum an ontirely different scientific stand- 
point from your original article, I refrain from further 
criticism for the simple reason that I fail to understand your 
remarks. But as to the calculations of the energy in every cubic 
foot of ether, although | entertain profound respect for both Dr. 
Lodge and Professor Crookes, L cannot accept clever specula- 


tions as Veritied scicntilic facta. 
J. H. Mircuiner, F.R.A.S. 


The Sun. 

Six,—In your impression of the 26th ult., Mr. Mitchiner 
has very properly dealt with the subject of the light and heat 
derived from the sun, or rather generated by the sun in the 
atmosphere of the planets. His letter is, however, simply an 
epitome of an essay on “The Astronomy of the Future" con- 
tributed by me to *' Fraser's Magazine" for November, 1876, and 
afterwards oxpanded in my small work, ‘'The New Principia,” 
the first edition of which was published in 1883, Of course I do 
not for a moment insinuate that Mr, Mitchiner was aware of the 
existence of my publication, I am far too obscure a person to 
suppose that my theories were recognised hy the public, 

As my little book is outof print, your insertion of this cum- 


munication cannot be an advertisement in disguise. 
Newton URosLAND. 
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A Brahmin Priest. 

Sin, — Having heard of the extraordinary powors of a Brahmo 
priest: (High Priest of 'Tangoro, S. India) now in Colombe! i 
resulyed to pay him a visit. In company with my husband | b 
did so the other afternoon, finding him n halo and good-lookin i 
man, who, owning to seventy-six years, looks fully twenty $ 
yours younger, ‘Tho tomple (Lindu of course) to which he» 
now tumporarily attached is one of the finest in Colombo, bi 
it was to an outer verandah we woro invited, mats huing sprod 
for us to sit upon had wo been so disposed, Aftor a gracei 
salutation the privat inquired of my husband whnt he camo bot, 
to Which he replied * to soo the privat who possesses mò 
romarkablo gifts, as wo aro told.” This was rocoivod gracious) 
but tho priest, ropliod that if wo had n spovial objuet how» 
sorry this was not tho time of day for its nttainmen 
Having kopt in the background 1 now stopped M 
ward, and (my husband interpreting) told him W 
intonsely interested l am in such raro gifts, and 0 
would he inform me of his method? was il astrology, psy 
metry, or quiescent impression, Me. 1 Addrossing my hus 
again, the high priest cancelled his former objsction as t! 
hour, saying the "lady" was "80 nice" he would endeavoe ® 
answor any inquiry she would wish to mako (mentally) * 
stipulating to be adyised of the nature of it, 1 immedi 
wished to know convorning t banian of my husband whioh” 


The Cure of Deafness, 

Sie, —In my letter inserted in the last number of * Liver," 
answering the many inquirers who addressed me about the cure 
of deafness, L inentioned, with other two cases, that of Miss 1t., 
in the service of one of the Royal Princesses of Mayland, who, 
after having been for a fow years under tho troatinent of several 
of the first aurists of the day aud not been cured, called upon 
me, and | cured her in soven days, Seeing that, most probably 
by a mistake, it has heen printed seven weeks instead of seven 
days, | bey you kindly to give publicity through your valuable 

paper to this rectification, And T avail myself of this oppor- 
tunity of saying that | only mentioned three cases of cure of 
deafness as being suflicient to satisfy the inquirers, Otherwise, 
I might have named other cases of u similar character-—for 
instance, that of Miss Jimenez, of six years of deafness, whom 
{ haye cured in eight visits. 

3, Bulstrude-strect, Cuvendish-square, W, F, Omen, 
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Ņ | wt forthcoming, and which I had spent somo vory hot moments In Reply to “0.0.M." 

ae the making, Hennek w ork being no joke in tho tropics, “Something Sır,—-““ C.C.M.” so entirely misunderstands, not my position 
it | let, wascommunicated. I was then asked to put my fingor on one | hut that of the ordinary philoso hic Spiri tualist, as regards the 
y | of the signs in a tigure of the heavens printed in what I dotectod anproven and unprovable theo 4 of Aakeri that I should 
4, | xonceto bean Almanac and Ephemeris(ofthe Raphaolor Zadkiol liks ta: abate it et m et iow ' 

d onler) in tho Tamil language. Feeling forocious about the Spiritualism is tho ar of aiit and tho laws of spirit. 
in | missing banian, I brought my finger down on Leo. The Brahmin It is a scionco depending upon nscortained facts and legiti:nate 
ty | then proceeded apparently with some calculations, touching | inforoncos derived therefrom. Any person may be a Spirit- 
i diferent parts of the dingram meanwhile, whilo we remained | yalist and heliove in Reincarnation ; in communion with the s0- 
t, | dlnt for a fow minutes. “t Tt is an articlo,” ho said, ‘longer | galled doad ; in Ohristianity, Protestant or Catholic, Buddhism, 
Gj | than broad, and of two colours” (right). ‘* The distinguishing 


; : > 3 Tdealism, Mormonism, Mahomedanism, or any other ‘ism that is 
wtk issomething which looks liko a patch and makes it look | pot inconsistent with belief in spirit, and the study of its 


Ny 

“Oty w likea flower. You will nevor get it again ; it wastakon by | naturo and laws ; or he may disbelieve in all of these. 

L aman between eighteen and twenty-four years of ago, with a Spiritualism, being a scienco and not a religious or moral 
U, 
le q 
‘Sel q 
x 


gark on his leg or back ; he has passed it vu Lo someone elso ; system, pormits the samo latitude of belief as all sciences do to 
mw, you will not get it back.” ‘This was decisive, and struck us | their studonts. As regards theories, these, asin all sciences, 
ssromarkable, as it favoured my husband's suspicion respecting | must bo based on ascertained facts, and even when so evolved 
aservant who was in charge of the house during our removal. It | are subject to constant revisal and reconsideration, and even 
asonly on driving home, however, that I could undorstand about | may be laid aside as no longer tenable without in any way 
“what looks like a patch,” &c. It was the gusset in the sleeve, | affecting the value of the study of the science. 
i shich I had first forgotten to put in, then, having no more of T need hardly say that I take serious exception to the defini- 
N he same flannel, had to make up with some other of very fanciful | tion of Spiritualism as given by Mr. Page Hopps in your issue of 
t 
x 
ię 
m 
X 


iti 
À wur, which certainly did make it d look gay,” if not exactly | August 26th. It is, I admit, the popular one, but it is obviously 
Wo “like a flower.” Our friend, the high priost, wis to set out on philologically and scientifically inaccurate. 
l to a pilgrimage next day, but will return in a month, when we “©C.C.M.” thinks I set up successive states of consciousness 
essi ` aid we would go to see him again and take my horoscope, which as an alternative theory of Reincarnation. Ido not. I think 
u jesayshe will read. We are also promised an introduction to | the time for theories has not yet come, because our knowledge of 


slearned Brahmin who divines by the aid of a crystal. 

l have been much interested lately in the Vule, Hindu 
fstival, and the Mohammedan Hobson-Jobson. 

Darley-road, Colombo. CAROLINE CORNER-OHLMÜS. 


nature is so slight, and more particularly our knowledge of 
spirit in man and nature is so small. 

The analogies on which ‘‘C.C.M.” relies are much too far- 
fetched, and are capable too readily of a variety of interpreta- 
tion, to satisfy any person of scientific or philosophic mind. 

ilk Personality —Individuality—Influence. When ‘'C.C.M.” refers to my expression ‘‘ state of con- 

ee Sixn,—‘The Records of Mrs. S.” are very valuable. I read sciousness,” he has evidently a different idea of the words than 

sâ th fem with all the attenticn I can command. They compel my | I have. I mean a deeper and more introspective seeing, that 

“| pmfoundest respect. would sense all objects without having any perception of what we 

The statement of the spirit Kabbila has much significance | call the physical, although such seeing would be as real as, 

irme. He says, *‘ It is difficult for me to say if such a person | nay more so than, our present seeing. The objects seen would 

x Kabbila really exists, and my memory of earth has almost | not be less, but more, objective than what our present senses 

secon; | pissed away.” He seems to think of himself more as an influ- | perceive. But the objectivity of this next state of conscious- 

ild te | se than as a person. My theosophical teaching inclines me | ness would be invisible to those in the state of consciousness 

„wowi | think that his personality has passed into individuality, | below it, unless, by some such condition as the clairvoyant, they 

of t} | iferentiated into the influence, part of which he has become. had become able to transcend their natural mode of seeing. Of 

ciri, Dis conjecture is supported by his assertion—‘‘I see also that | course, as “‘ C.C.M.” says, each state of consciousness would 

wor) I vas the founder of the ‘Sankeer’ philosophy.” He | sense each object objectively, but the objectivity would be 
rent, | ™ymean that the influence on the tide of which he rose set | different in each state. 

inh that system. And I am much moved towards accepting 


ity, ip 


to 
Net z 


roned As regards my alleged inaccuracy in using ‘‘nature” for 
fit! te genuineness and authenticity of his communication ; | ‘“‘ this physical world,” I meant what both terms indicate, and 
se sy | Weuse the medium through whom it came spells ‘‘ Sankeer ” | do not see any inaccuracy at all. Of nature or the physical 


{aI fnd it printed. Mr. Stainton Moses knew naught of | world all we know is the result of a mode of manifestation. 
| fsscrit ; and to the ear of his intelligence the Sanscrit word 
“Sinkya” or “Sankar” would sound very like “ Sankeer ” | different kinds of consciousness does not contradict Reincarna- 
ih is indeed almost the right pronunciation. I, for one, | tion but is in harmony therewith. How can this be? I am 
, | wept Kabbila’s statement and believe it to be true; and none | told by Reincarnationists that I must be reincarnated in this 
te less so because it is an Eastern Theosophical teaching | planet, perhaps a hundred times or more, and that between 
tat “Sankaracharya ” was an incarnation of ‘‘ Siddhartha | each of these reincarnations I am in a state of purely spiritual 
‘utama Buddha,” who came back to earth about sixty years | existence for a considerable period, and then I return to the old 
$ | ter his death to fill up a gap and to correct certain errors in | condition of consciousness that I had left. I do not, and did 
nbo.’ }isown teaching ; and that he was incarnated again in the | not, mean by a new state of consciousness simply what would 
and f farteenth century in Tibet as Tsong - ka - pa, in order | occur if I were to look at nature with another body of the same 
oki f> arrange affairs of the adepts. I find no diffi- | kind as1 have at present. What I meant was that the new 


“C.C.M.” thinks, however, that a successive evolution of 


yeu! [akty in reconciling these apparent inconsistences, and in | state of consciousness, and the new and more spiritual body, 
he ¥ f 8derstanding what the spirit Kabbila meant when he says | would be beyond the sphere of what we call the physical, would 
be | èat he was Sankya 2,678 years ago, which was a time about | bea higher and more introspective mode of perception, and 
' ost 


centuries before Siddhartha Gautama Buddha was born in | would be concerned with other aspects of the nature of all 
eil! | nc, First,there was the personality ‘‘Sankya”; afterwards | things than that indicated by the word physical, which is 
fe individuality had become a part of the influence of which | merely a present sense aspect, to be succeeded by another, that 
$ Buddha was a part ; and it is not at all to my mind irrecon- | by a third, and so on. A physical re-birth is quite unnecessary. 
"| able with the circumstances, that the spirit Kabbila goes on | Experience is gained without it. 
w f” state that he, in his individuality ‘‘Sankya,” once met the Then ‘‘C.C.M.” never really meets a single argument I have 
‘boddha in spirit life, who, he states, has progressed very high, | adduced. For instance, I showed that there was no real analogy 
»high that his work is not concerned with this earth. This is | traceable between the lower forms of nature and man as regards 
“Apast understanding by the light of the explanation of the | rest, because, first, the rest of man was not dependent so 
aiuences into which individuality becomes merged. much on external conditions but was largely voluntary. Second, 
September Ist, 1893. Giteert Eror, F.T.S. he certainly jumps to the conclusion that the plant or the 
mn — ——— animal becomes extinct as an organism at death. Is it not far 
Madame Blavatsky. more reasonable to conclude that as man ceases to have an 
po“ reply to “ Gilded Coach” respecting the ashes of | objective existence to our present senses after death, so does 
‘it «Blavatsky, I beg to say that what he states is absolutely the mineral, the plant, and the animal? And just in the same 
ı and has not a grain of truth in it, either as basis or | W4y as man has an objective existence to other senses than ours, 
oe R.C., F.T.S. so have they, T may say that I demonstrated this in a most 
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effective way by the aid of the best olsirvoyant l havu over 
seen. l tvk a newspaper which I had not read, erushed it into 
a ball w my hang, and thrust ib into a very largo tire, and 
stirred i all every seublance of a worl or letter 
was obliterated. Then l asked him to tell me 
the word to he found in the uimth column from the beyinningy, 
the sixch time, and the third word on that hae. Nu one in 
the house kuew whas the worl was, yet the elair 
voyant, after going forward to the fire, put his handa down 
yawkly into it, and them hobling them saif there wana real 
paper ia them, be asked ie to repeat iny question į aust ho then 
read the word as “shall,” which proved to be correct when l neat 
day bought another copy of the paper. T know that the end of 
a thing to our present senses is the same in the mineral, the 
plant, the animal, and man, cue universal law being cloarly 
manifest, Honey iny reason for saying that, aw man rests 
daily with the plant and the animal, and again at death, before 
a true amalogy can be traced st is Hmvessary to account for the 
yearly ress of the plant and the absence of that rest in most of 
the lower animals aml in man, “ C.CLM.’s "argument 
b thatthe plant and the snimal perish at death, but that 
death in man w the true analogy to the annual rest. If it 
ia the tree analogy in she case of man, why not in the caso of 
the lower animals that hace not Mis aanval rest? Lf Reinearna- 
tis is to be proved by analogy, it must be a very much better 
amalexy than any that has yet been indicated either by 
“CC SM” or anyone else, 
I shouhi be ghal ta know all that Reincarnationists appear 
to know, but f am content to be ignorant rather than accept a 
system of belief supported by far-fetched and seemingly false 
analogies : even although this system comes from admittedly 
great philosophers, who, however, lived in a comparatively 
barbarcus ace, and were quite ignorant of the modern scien- 
tute method of only forming theories from a careful inquiry 
inte facts and phenomena. We must be free and unfettered 
im our investigations into spirit and its laws, and not bound, as 
Reincarnationists are, to reject everything that does not square 
with their theary. R. Doxaupson. 


Spiri? Guides and Theosophy. 


Saa.--I think your correspondent, ‘‘ In Utrumaue Paratus,” 
me quize correct in sying that the return of Egos from planes 
bigher thaa the Kamic is rare, according to the Esoteric 
Philesapby. Bust he forgets that communion with Devachanic 
emtities is stated to be quite possible om the condition that the 
medium: is satliciently spiritual to rise to that plane. They only 
return here om the rarest passible occasions, but it is possible 
for us to rise to their plane and so hold real communion with 
them, andi being back the memory of it to the earth. The 
wediam im the physical body and the entity in Devachan may 
both be completely deluded as to the circumstances under which 
the communion takes places but it is none the less real. 

Finally, there are those cases where the deceased, not having 
yet entered Devachan, reterns te earth and holds communion in 
the well-knewnr ways. 

From personal experience, I am inclined t think that some- 
times when 3 medium ix seppesed to be controlled by sume ex- 
carusie emtity, be has really failen into a trance of his own 
mataccag end is oot under any external influence, not even that 
of a spook. The caurvoyant, telepathic, and other powers of the 
imeuroate Epo seem to rae quite capable ui explaining many phe- 
namens Awn attributed to sutside agencies. H. S. Gerex. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Szara communications pecesmrily stam] over till they hare 
baen ssn by the Eitur, who has mot yat returned from the 
Uomine? 


E T. (Periang, OmecaL— The crsumaunmieation which you send 


3A, perpecting to be a spumt mesage foe W. E Gladstone 
frome ~ ineme, your teether in Engisnd» righte and 


Iredexci s woes, bears mo uternel evidemce whatever of 
Geom what 2 professentc be. Indeed. the usternal evidence 
is al the cher was. No gcd, bor rather mach hara. would 
ot ite pabiiestion : and we therefore raum the MS 


mome tse 


eee oe 


ee -a ee ee 


How often E b So tw be wineip chartabie—to ds 
wonG vžĖoa: nakipèying the samme of eril To give alms 
= meig mimes yos giye tenegbt simo. Ft i wetter. at 
— biscsei us. Re that feacernk ts præ, but, “ biewed is he thar 
rmaderenh tbe Scot A arrie themght amd a bettie kindnees 


wrsthen 2 greet desl of a-oey.—Rr«are. 
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SOCIETY WORK. 


[Currespondents who send usy 
a | arë ASIC Ed wilt 
a by appending their 


* Vit, 


tabines uf the work of the Mrriaties 

whlige by writing as Malina bs 

; siynaturia to their oommunisas hae 

lsh ae TOEDULTEING Rha often compels Us la Veject re 

utions. 9 Palwe received tater than the Hral nost ‘on r a, 
i 


aure of admission, | ted” 
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THe STRATFOKD Soctery op Semerrvalivrs, 
H ALL, W bor HAM- Lane, STHAY FORD, fe. Moetinuyn free ts 
Sunday, at 7 aeloels, Sposker for Runday naxt, Mra. y' My 
J. Rainnow, Hon, Neu, + Hy! 
Seoareab Hart, 86, Hion srest, Many tenga, 
Mr. A.J. Bradley ave a short inspirational Add rims on Y 
on Spiritualism, the neud of the aye.” Neat Buanday, my 
Miss Rowan Vincent on “Spiritualism and Morality,” ity 


SUL, Castberwren New-noap, On Sunday even, 
add voss was delivered by Mr. Long, dealing with the cinuly 3 
of lifo, suicides, and experiencos pp the spinit world, 4 thes 
iuy address was listened to wath evident interest, Wodna, 
hiquivers'’ meeting at 415 pan., Sunday, séances at Jic 
spiritual gathering at 7 p.m. — C. M. PAYNE. R 

I4, ORCHARD-ROAD, ASKEW-ROAD, SHEPHERD 9 Bens, Ww 
Ou Sunday last Mrs. Mason's guides answered Buen, 
Biblical questions to the entire satisfaction of all present, u 
an interesting discussion followed, Messrs. Vortman, F rau, 
Nurton, and others takiny an active part. Next Bunday, y 
T pan, Mrs. Mason ; Tuesday, at 4 p.m., open circle; Bejen, 
ith, Mr. Francis. =J, I. B., Hon., See. i 

25, Drvonsraime-noav, Forgsr Hire (a Thursday, ta 
friends were present at the open circle, and some Very ts, 
tests were viven by one of our lady members, On Sunday, X: 
Rogers gave an address on ** Spiritualism the Centre d , 
Religions,” He also spoke upon the many converts he had my. 
through speaking in the parks, &e. On Sunday next, Mr, } 
Vaughan, at 7 p.in., will give his experience of Spiritualion ay 
how he first became a Spiritualist, Thursday, at 5 pm, Mr ! 
G. Cootes, on Psychometry.—I.B., Sec. 

THE SPIRITUALISTS’ INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDING Sorter 
—Information and assistance given to inquirers into Ppiritualis 
Literature on the subject and list of members will be sent a 
receipt of stamped envelope by any of the following Internation. 
Committee :—Ameriea, Mrs. M. R. Palmer, 3101, North Ena 
street, Philadelphia; Australia, Mr. H.Junor Brown, TheGni 
Hotel,” Melbourne, Victoria : France, P. G. Leymarie, 1, Be 
Chabanais, Paris; Germany, E. Schlochauer, L, Monbijus- ; 
Berlin, N. ; Holland, F.W. H. Van Straaten, Apeldoorn, Middelins, 
682; India, Mr. T. Hatton, State Cotton Mills, Hara 
New Zealand, Mr. Graham, Huntley, Waikato; Sweden, £ 
Fortenson, Ade, Christiania ; Russia, Etienne Geispitz, Grasi 
Belozerski, No. 7, Lod. 6, St. Petersburg; England, J. Ade 
Hon. See., 14. Berkley-terrace, White Poat-lane, Manor Pari 
Essex; or, W. C. Robson, French correspondent, 14, Èr 
Hill, Newcastle-on-Tyne.—The Manor Park ranch will held Ue 
following meetings at 14, Berkley-terrace, W hite Pot- 
Manor Park:—The last Sunday in each month, at 7 p.m., re 
tion for inquirers. Also each Friday, at & p-m. prompt i 
Spiritualists only, the study of Spiritualism. And at 1, Wier 
road, Manor Park, the first Sunday in each month, ats pa. 
reception for inquirers. Also each Tuesday, at 7.9) p.m. = 
quirers’ meeting. —J, A. 
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Mas. Srrinc.—A social gathering will be held on Mone 
evening, September sth, at 4, Wilkin-street,] Grafton-ret 
Kentish Town, N.W., commencing st 8 p.m. Tickets, æ 
shilling each. The object is to help Mrs. Spring, à well ow: 
medium and clairvoyante., who is at the present time in ae 
need owing to a sad sifliction. Mrs. Spring's hasbane = 
been in hospital for four months pee: suffering from pareT® 
of the brain, and he is quite disabled. A lady has kindly s= 
a donation of one pound, one pound has been received E 
“4 Friend” at Brighton, a friend from Noel-park has H 
ten shillings, and five shillings have been recetred _ 
Dales of Dulwich, for which Mrs. Spring is truly thaakf+ 


Tere Peooress.—lt is not in the monastery.in ieokation free 
the world's temptation, that we make the most headway in pao 
life, but im the midet of the daily hatthes of life. We may PO" | 
selves where the fanita of wur nature have no need ta ee yi 
kesis, where they can slumber so long that the posms 


> 8 
gets that he ever owned them, and perhaza believes they are “ 


P aa 
qguered ; but no one can know how far he or sbeis gees 
amintehip until trial comes. It is in the fsmily life, in oH 


. ini 
ness, in aur amusements, that we most surely test pols gt 
strength sad pursue the best form of mistionary WOE pei 


prot” 2 


s = j grs 
unne fella creatare whom ke can henefit mentally or F an 
1: The + itively wills if wii er", 
cally. he «me whe promitively w EO Comyytie®r te z 


the power to influence others, for he will pomem ere 
weakness, knowing in his cwn person how dificale i = Y iip 
quer 2 pet isnie Be wll pe strength, throogh the 8907" 
c# having comquered. He wal thaw truth, Eee FEl 
umoomectvasiy demomerrete in hæ own life the beset” 
ness_—Craziorre J. Azvey, in ‘* Laccfer ~ 


